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Michael H. Levine is the founding executive director 
of the Joan Ganz Cooney Center at Sesame 
Workshop.  The Center conducts research, builds 
multi-sector alliances, and catalyzes industry and 
policy reforms needed to advance high quality media 
experiences for vulnerable children. Levine serves 
on the senior team at Sesame Workshop where he 
focuses on educational initiatives and philanthropic 
partnerships for the global non-profit.  
 

Prior to joining the Center, Levine was Vice President for Asia Society, managing 
interactive media and educational initiatives to promote knowledge and understanding of 
other world regions and cultures.  Michael previously oversaw Carnegie Corporation of 
New York’s groundbreaking work in early childhood development and educational 
media, and was a senior advisor to the New York City Schools Chancellor, where he 
directed dropout prevention and afterschool programs.  Levine serves on several boards 
including the Forum for Youth Investment, We Are Family Foundation, Classroom, Inc, 
Journeys in Film, Woot Math and DigiLearn. Michael is a Pahara-Aspen Education 
Reform Fellow and a frequent adviser to the White House and the U.S. Department of 
Education.  He writes for professional and public affairs journals, including a regular 
column for Huffington Post and is a frequent keynote speaker at education and 
technology conferences around the world.  Levine and his wife Joni have  three children 
and live in Teaneck, New Jersey. 
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